
BMW TEAM RLL FINISHES SECOND AND FOURTH AT THE ALMS MONTEREY 
TO CLINCH THE GT DRIVER AND TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS           

Monterey, CA – Sept. 18, 2011… A strong start to the season 
followed by consistent podium finishes throughout the midpoint 
of the year culminated in the first American Le Mans Series GT 
Driver championships for the No. 56 BMW Team RLL M3 GT of 
Dirk Muller and Joey Hand, and the second consecutive Team 
championship for BMW Team RLL. The Muller /Hand pairing 
clinched their first titles as teammates with a grueling second-
place finish in Saturday’s American Le Mans Monterey race at 
Laguna Seca Raceway, marking BMW Team RLL’s eighth 
consecutive podium finish in GT competition.

“A Drivers Championship – against this year’s competition - is fantastic,” said Joey Hand. “Dirk 
and I are a great team. We had a great showing from our Crowne Plaza and Avnet partners this 
weekend. It was great to win in front of them. The Dunlop tires were really strong all week. I am 
excited…that’s for sure!” 

Starting from the pole, the duo completed 236 laps in the six-hour race around the 2.238-mile, 11-
turn Laguna Seca circuit in the hills of Monterey, California. The No. 55 BMW Team RLL M3 GT of 
Bill Auberlen and Dirk Werner finished in fifth place to maintain their third-place position in the 
Driver point standings. Following the race the third-place finishing Ferrari was penalized 90 
seconds for avoidable contact, moving Auberlen and Werner up to fourth.

Both BMW M3 GT cars were very strong in the opening hour of the race. Joey Hand used his pole 
position to build a 20-second lead by the end of the first hour. Hand maintained his lead through 
the first round of pit stops, while stablemate Bill Auberlen in the No. 55 M3 GT was able to push 
the No. 4 Corvette until his tires were damaged and subsequently passed him to move into the 
second position. Auberlen’s effort would prove key as the Corvette was the only team that could 
keep BMW Team RLL from a second straight team title.

All through the six-hour contest, the top five GT Class competitors were within a few seconds of 
each other. Finally, at the top of the final hour, each competitor had completed their last pit stops 
and it was a sprint race to the finish. With 40 minutes remaining, Muller was in first position with a 
comfortable lead over Auberlen in second, but a left tire puncture sent Auberlen to the pits for a 
new Dunlop tire, dropping him back to fifth.

Three minutes later, the fifth caution of the race tightened up the field again. After the restart with 
only eight minutes remaining, Dirk Muller dropped back to third during a heated battle with a 
Ferrari and a Porsche, but he moved up to second on the last lap when the second-placed Ferrari 
began to run out of fuel, opening the door for Muller to repass for the second-place podium finish.

“Fantastic! I am so happy for Joey, for the Championships, for Rahal Letterman Lanigan, for 
BMW, for Dunlop, and for all of our partners and supporters,” added Dirk Muller. This one means 
so very much to me. This year we felt it, we worked so hard and so well together. Thanks so much 



to everyone!”

“As we prepared for the 2011 season, we knew we had all of the ingredients to contend for the 
championship, but it takes a lot of effort from everyone involved to actually make it happen,” said 
BMW Team RLL co-owner Bobby Rahal. “Each one of our drivers gave us everything they had, 
BMW provided us with a great car and outstanding support from throughout their great 
organization and the crew both at the track and at the shop worked extremely hard to make this 
happen. We are happy to celebrate these championships with our partners at Crowne Plaza, 
Avnet, Dunlop, Rays and everyone else involved with BMW Team RLL!”

The BMW Team RLL squad has one final order of business as it looks to clinch its second 
consecutive ALMS GT Manufacturer championship in the 2011 season finale. The final round of 
the American Le Mans Series season is the challenging 10-hour Petit Le Mans, which will be held 
on October 1 at Road Atlanta. 

About BMW Team RLL: 
BMW Group In America BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States 
since 1975. The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and 
financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the 
MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design 
consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations 
throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s 
global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 and X3 Sports 
Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is 
represented in the U.S. through networks of 338 BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity 
Vehicle centers, 138 BMW motorcycle retailers, 105 MINI passenger car dealers, and 30 Rolls-
Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for 
North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey. 

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, based in 
Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner 
Bobby Rahal, Mi-Jack co-owner Mike Lanigan and CBS LATE SHOW host David Letterman, has 
been competing for nearly two decades, compiling 22 victories, 31 poles and two series 
championships (1992, 2010) as well as claiming an Indianapolis 500 victory (Buddy Rice Parts in 
2004). In 2009 the team joined BMW of North America to campaign the new BMW M3 in the 
American Le Mans Series, and in 2010 won both the Manufacturer and Team Championships in 
the GT category. 

Journalist note: Information about the BMW and its products is available to journalists on-line 
at www.bmwusanews.com. 

Video interviews and on-board clips are available at www.youtube.com/BMWNAMotorsport. 

Follow BMW Team RLL on Twitter at @BMWNA_Racing and on Facebook at BMWUSA.

Information about Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing is available via at: www.rahal.com. 


